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2026/228 - 1952 Visiting Forces Act

In response to your recent request for information regarding;

The 1952 Visiting Forces Act makes provision for dealing with offences committed
by members of visiting military forces (ie naval, army and air forces) from certain
foreign countries by their own military prosecutors and courts rather than UK
prosecutors and courts.

I have attached the act for your convenience
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.u
k% 2Fukpga%2FGeoband1Eliz2%2F15-
16%2F67&data=05%7C02%7CFreedomofinformationteam%40northwales.police.uk%7Caaéd
f3f757da4cd901f108debfcfb728%7C4e86b176a10e43bd8d27927f44d0e665%7C0%7C1%7C6
39071135084475676%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eylFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIIYiOilw
LJAUMDAWMCIsIIAIQiIJXaW4zMilsIKFOIjoiTWFpbCIsildUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&s
data=eR01FIMT%2BcreaTBxDZIUsMQP6RMIQPILONFVdTMq%2FzA%3D&reserved=0

My request only applies to the military service personnel of the United States of
America.

I understand that under this act, the government of the United States of America in
certain cases will have the primary right to exercise jurisdiction to investigate and
prosecute a member of the US military for an offence that is alleged to have
occurred in the United Kingdom (ie asserting primacy over the UK authorities).

This process has, for example, been set out in this policy paper published by the
Norfolk and Suffolk constabularies.
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.norfolk.police.uk
%2FSysSiteAssets%2Ffoi-media%?2Fnorfolk%2Fpolicies%?2Fvisiting-forces-
policy.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CFreedomofinformationteam%40northwales.police.uk%7Caabd
f3f757da4cd901f108deb6fcfb728%7C4e86b176a10e43bd8d27927f44d0e665%7C0%7C1%7C6
39071135084501848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8ey]lFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIIYiOilw
LjAUMDAWMCISsIIAiIQiJXaW4zMilsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&s
data=AsW6%2BjgF9Cux4Bhr58GF6GzIYN%2BkUg6RWPOWMWFiIW7w%3D&reserved=0

Under the act, I would like to ask how many times since January 1 2018 has the
government of the United States of America asserted the primary right to exercise
jurisdiction (ie primacy) over your force with regard to an offence that is alleged to
have been committed by a member of the US visiting forces within your area.
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For each occasion, I would like to ask :

What was the alleged offence;

Where did the alleged offence occur;

On what date did the alleged offence occur; Which base or facility was the member
of the US visiting force attached to or working at; On what date was the primary
right to exercise jurisdiction asserted by the United States of America government;
Did the United States of America authorities then investigate the case, or did your
force investigate the case.

I understand that if the UK authorities and the government of the United States of
America are unable to agree on who should have jurisdiction, the case is referred to
the Crown Prosecution Service.

Under the act, I would like to ask - since January 1 2018 - on how many occasions
have such cases been referred to the Crown Prosecution Service by your force.

For each occasion, I would like to ask :

a) What was the alleged offence;

b) Where did the alleged offence occur;

c) On what date did the alleged offence occur;

d) Which base or facility was the member of the US visiting force attached to or
working at;

e) On what date was the case referred to the Crown Prosecution Service;

f) What was the decision with respect to whether your force or the United States of
America authorities should have jurisdiction.

No information is held in relation to your request.

THIS INFORMATION HAS BEEN PROVIDED IN RESPONSE TO A REQUEST
UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000, AND IS CORRECT AS AT 02/03/2026
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