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  Response Date:07/01/2025 
 
2025/054 - Pakistani-heritage grooming gangs 
 
In response to your recent request for information regarding;  

 
1. Has North Wales Police received any reports of Pakistani-heritage grooming gangs 
operating within the force area; 
 
2. Is North Wales Police aware of any evidence of Pakistani-heritage grooming gangs 
operating within the force area; 
 
3. If so, how many arrests have been made in relation to those grooming gangs; 
 
4. Of those arrests, have any individuals been charged in relation to their offences; 
 
5. Of those charged individuals, how many were convicted; 
 
North Wales Police can neither confirm nor deny whether information relevant to this request is held, 
as the duty in Section 1(1)(a) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 does not apply by virtue of the 
following exemptions: 
 
Section 30(3) - Investigations and proceedings conducted by public authorities 
Section 31(3) - Law enforcement  
Section 38(2) - Health and safety 
 
Sections 31 and 38 are prejudice based qualified exemptions and any prejudice (harm) that confirming 
or denying information is held would cause must be articulated as well as the public interest 
considerations. 
 
Section 30 is a class based qualified exemption and consideration of the public interest must be given 
as to whether neither confirming nor denying the information exists is the appropriate response. 
 
Section 30 and Section 31 are often used in conjunction when applying the neither confirm nor 
deny stance in order to protect whether or not an investigation may have been conducted.  

Harm 

The Freedom of Information Act is applicant and motive blind. Any information disclosed under the 
Act is a disclosure to the world at large and would be disclosed to any individual upon request. For 
this reason a request under the Act cannot be a private transaction. Both the request itself, and 
any information which may be disclosed, are considered suitable for open publication. 

 
The public expect police forces to use all powers and tactics available to prevent and detect crime 
and maintain public safety. In this instance, methods to thwart any Pakistani-heritage grooming 
gangs could include covert operational police activity. 

 
To confirm or deny whether information is held in relation to this request would reveal whether 
North Wales Police has or is actively investigating Pakistani-heritage grooming gangs. Confirmation 



 

 

or denial would therefore be likely to prejudice our law enforcement functions of preventing and 
detecting crime, and apprehending and prosecuting offenders. Issuing confirmation or denial 
responses in relation to any investigations that seek to prevent serious crime, except for those that 
have already been publicly confirmed, would enable the public, including criminals, to build up a 
picture as to where investigations are focused on intelligence gathering and sharing.  This would be 
prejudicial to our policing functions as criminals may take further steps to evade the police, and 
risks undermining the flow of information by discouraging individuals to come forward or assist with 
our enquiries if they were to believe that this information may become public. 

Public Interest Test 

Factors favouring confirming or denying whether any information is held in respect of all 
exemptions claimed - Confirming or denying whether information is held in response to this request 
would provide the public with information associated with Pakistani-heritage grooming gangs. This 
would reinforce North Wales Police wider commitment to openness and transparency with the general 
public and facilitate public debate in this area of policing. Furthermore, owing to the inherent link 
between transparency and public confidence, confirming or denying whether information is held would 
be likely to improve the general public's confidence in the force. Over time, an increase in public 
confidence would be likely to improve public engagement with the police which would in turn, lead to 
an improvement in the North Wales Police ability to both prevent and detect crime and apprehend and 
prosecute offenders. 

Public interest considerations favouring neither confirming nor denying whether the 
information is held (Section 30)  
 
Any information generated by an investigation needs to be treated with sensitivity.  In some cases, 
it is the confirmation, or otherwise, about the nature of investigations which would disclose facts 
that would prejudice the evidence gathering within an investigation.  
 
In addition, it would not be in the public interest to disclose information (even inadvertently, 
through a confirmation or denial) which could identify our investigative activity, and subsequently 
undermine those processes.  To do so would hinder the prevention or detection of crime, and 
apprehension and prosecution of offenders.  
 
Public interest considerations favouring neither confirming nor denying whether the 
information is held (Section 31)  
 
To confirm or deny that law enforcement holds information in relation to this matter has the 
potential to damage North Wales Police’s ability to prevent and detect crime or apprehend or 
prosecute offenders in any associated cases. Where confirmation or denial would reveal policing 
activity that might include covert operations, and where this would, or would be likely to, prejudice 
such an investigation or the circumstances that underpin any intelligence gathering as a result, 
public authorities should be alert to the need to apply the NCND provision. 

Public interest considerations favouring neither confirming nor denying whether the 
information is held (Section 38)  

Confirming or denying whether North Wales Police holds information relevant to this request could, 
should the information be held, place covert operatives at risk. The provision of any information that 
could place any person at risk is unlikely to be in the public interest 

Balance Test 

After weighing up the competing interests I have determined that the Public Interest favours the 
application of the neither confirm nor deny stance in respect of your request is made out. 
 
I consider that the benefit that would result from issuing a confirmation or denial does not 
outweigh the considerations favouring the neither confirm nor deny response.  This is namely 



 

 

because of the impact it would have on the ability of North Wales Police to fulfil our law 
enforcement functions and conduct any potential investigations, either now or in the future.  
 
To confirm or deny whether we hold this information would do little to further the public interest 
arguments, and in fact would have a negative impact upon our ability to protect public safety and 
the promise of confidentiality inherent in our communications with those assisting with our 
enquiries.  It is because of this that I feel the balance falls in favour of the maintenance of this 
stance, and why these exemptions are engaged and made out in this case. 

 
Therefore, in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal 
Notice under section 17 (1) of the legislation. 

 
THIS INFORMATION HAS BEEN PROVIDED IN RESPONSE TO A REQUEST 

UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000, AND IS CORRECT AS AT  
 
05/02/2025 

 


