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  Response Date:20/12/2024 
 
2024/1131 - Call signs and units 
 
In response to your recent request for information regarding;  
 
If possible can I request vehicle/station call signs and fleets of stations? 

 
I thought since I can find the North Wales Fire and rescue service call signs, I might 
be able to get the police station/units call signs 

  
Concerns have been raised in relation to providing the information requested regarding call 
signs. Therefore, a public Interest Test has been carried out to weigh up the reasons for and 
against disclosure; to ensure the release is in the interest of the public as a whole and not 
just the applicant. 

  Section s31(1)(a)(b) Law Enforcement 

Section 31 (1)(a)(b) is a prejudice based qualified exemption, therefore there is a requirement 
to articulate the harm that would be caused in confirming or not that the information is held as 
well as carrying out a public interest test. 

The Harm Test process requires North Wales Police to consider any possible harm that might 
arise as a result of placing the requested information into the public domain.  This process 
considers the potential harm to: 

  
• Individuals 
• The community as a whole 
• North Wales Policeand the wider policing service 
• Other bodies 

 
Harm 
To provide the individual call signs for specific departments could undermine existing or 
future investigations, operations and police tactics. It would allow those with ill intent to 
cause disruption to operational policing and prejudice the prevention and detection of crime. 
Knowing call signs and associated information for specific areas would allow individuals to 
speak on the policing network with a level of validity that could lead to major disruption to 
the force communications network. It would also aide criminals in disrupting events involving 
these areas.  
 
Public Interest Test 

 
Factors favouring disclosure  
To disclose this information would adhere to the basic principle of being open and 
transparent, it would also lead to a better public awareness of the workings of the police 
force and the communications used with operations and during routine policing.  
 
 
 



 

 

 
Factors favouring non-disclosure  
Releasing such data would give those individuals with the intent to do so, the intelligence 
required to disrupt police activity. This knowledge would allow those with ill intent to target 
their offending more effectively which would inevitably lead to an increased likelihood of 
criminal activity and an increased danger to the public. Any disclosure of information which is 
likely to undermine the ability to serve the public in preventing and detecting crime can only 
be considered as being harmful to the public.  

 
Balancing test  
When considering whether disclosure is appropriate, I must weigh the strongest reason for 
disclosure against the strongest reasons for non-disclosure. In this case, whilst the factors 
favouring disclosure are important in that it would adhere to the basic principle of being open 
and transparent, I believe when weighed against the risk of disclosure undermining our 
ability to prevent and detect crime and hindering our ability to protect the public, then non-
disclosure takes precedence. 
 
Therefore, in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a 
Refusal Notice under section 17 (1) of the legislation. 
 
 
 

THIS INFORMATION HAS BEEN PROVIDED IN RESPONSE TO A REQUEST 
UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000, AND IS CORRECT AS AT  
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